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The mission of Three Rivers Park  
District is to promote environmental 
stewardship through recreation  
and education in a natural  
resources-based park system. 

A Day In the Life of An Animal Care Volunteer 

Two turtles, 2 snakes, 2 salamanders, 7 frogs, tadpoles and who knows 
what next month?!  The live animals in the nature center are a HUGE 
attraction for park visitors.  We see people age 2-92 years enjoying the 
resident animals.  With all these critters there are significant animal care 
needs too.  How we best replicate a natural habitat for them is some-
thing Brandon Baker, animal  care coordinator, asks on a regular basis.  
“Believe it or not technology in bedding material, enclosures and food 
supplements is a big industry.  We try to create as close to a natural ex-
perience as possible for our animal ambassadors.” 

There are    animal care volunteers at Eastman Nature Center (ENC) who 
provide    number of hours each week.  We asked them some questions 
about how they got involved and why. 

Q: How did you become interested in animal care?   

A: By walking my dog outside and being curious. 

A: I loved watching wildlife documentaries and observing wildlife. 

Q: If you could change places with one of our animals at ENC, which 
would you choose and why? 

A: Yertle the Painted turtle because I always eat my food and I’d get to 
swim alone. 

A: Smiley the salamander because I get to chill all day. 

A: Hinge the Blandings turtle because I would love to know what he is 
thinking about and what he thinks about people. 

Each volunteer has a regular shift in which they feed animals, change 
waters, clean tanks/enclosures, and track animal weight/size.  The ani-
mals also experience enrichment such as obstacle courses, handling for 
teaching programs and outdoor time for sun, grass and new textures. 

 

Total Cecropias caterpillars 

fed/raised and now co-

cooned on site at ENC: 

43 raised/15 cocooned 

Monarch Nursery: This 

years volunteers checked 

milkweed plants 371 

times this season! 

 

 



Seasonal Reflection   

Thank you to all of the volunteers who made our annual Dragonfly 
Festival a success! We had 270 people join us for a great day of    
learning about and experiencing the world of dragonflies and          
damselflies. Thank you to Sylvia, Laura, Margi, Jim, Anna, Alexis,     
Richard, Jennifer, Maddie, Nance, Kate, Duane, Carol and Louise.     
And a big thank you the Minnesota Dragonfly Society for attending our 
event and hosting a table with fun artifacts and merchandise! 

In addition to our big festival day, our dragonfly monitor volunteers 
Deb, Carol, Jim, Irmgard, Margi, and Nance collected data throughout 
the summer and caught/observed 17 species! Highlights are the large 
spiny baskettail emergence in the early summer, tons of green darners 
emerging from the pond, and ebony jewelwings flitting along the trails 
in the woods.  Young volunteer holding a    

dragonfly  

Summer Camp is only possible thanks to our Naturalist 

Youth Leaders! These young volunteers help make sure 

camp runs smoothly by assisting our naturalists every 

step of the way with set-up and clean-up of materials, 

meeting participant needs as they arise, and leading 

games and activities with the campers.  

We appreciate all your help so much and the campers 

loved getting to know you!  

Shaine, our Pathways Intern holding a 

Monarch butterfly  

Shaine Kilyun was our Pathways Intern this summer. We thank 
her for all of her work this summer at camps and programs, and 
wish her the best in her senior year at Champlin Park High 
School. Here’s what she had to say about her experience: 

“As a pathways intern this summer, I learned how to be a better 
leader, better understand the environment, and how to be a 
good teacher to others. I really enjoyed learning about all the 
different wildlife living in our parks. My favorite part was          
releasing monarch butterflies! One thing I took away from this 
experience is being able to improve the way I communicate with 
others- with children and adults.” 

To learn more about the Pathways Internship program with 
Three Rivers Park District  visit https://
www.threeriversparks.org/page/pathways-internship 

NYLs Maddie and Owen observing a cicada emerge from 

its exoskeleton during All About Owls Camp 

https://www.threeriversparks.org/page/pathways-internship
https://www.threeriversparks.org/page/pathways-internship


Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

Women Walking 
September 7— Nov 8| 5:30pm - 6:30pm 
Tail on the walking group each week 
Alternates btwn ENC and Crow Hassen 
Contact: Anne.Jaeger@threeriversparks.org 

Big Woods Halloween Event 
Saturday October 29 | 9am - 4pm 
Assist with our annual Halloween event! Help with 
stations such as games, character trail, refreshments 
and activities.  
Contact: Christy.bishop@threeriversparks.org  

Project FeederWatch  
Nov-April | Commit to 2 dates per month 
Participate in a nation-wide survey by recording bird 
feeder observations. 
Contact: Christy.Bishop@threeriversparks.org  

Candlemaking 
Fri Nov 18 & Sat Nov 19 | Program times TBD 
Assist with candlemaking projects, wax melting, set up 
and clean up. 
Contact: Christy.Bishop@threeriversparks.org  

Full Moon Hikes 
Sat Sep 10 | 7:30-9:00pm 
Follow behind the group to make sure everyone is with us. 
 
Sun Oct 9 | 7-8:30pm 
Encourage group participation in a night time game and 
follow behind the group on the hike to make sure             
everyone is with us.  
Contact: Megan.Peralez@threeriversparks.org  

Winter Solstice Luminary Trail  
Prep Dates TBD  
Event |  Wed Dec 21  
Lantern prepping, event  
assistance including set-up, candle re-lighting, and   
clean-up on 12/21.  
Contact: Emily.Thomsen@threeriversparks.org  

Summer Camp Refresh  
Anytime in September 
Summer camp took a toll on our sit-upon mats. They 
need a good clean and scrub before  the school season 
begins. Date and time are totally flexible.  
Contact: Vicky.Wachtler@threeriversparks.org  



Phenology in Focus 

Arts & Culture Feature  
Silverwood Park—part of Three Rivers Park District—in St. Anthony is a park that specializes in the practice, 
appreciation and awareness of human interaction with the natural world.  In addition to rotating local artist 
exhibits in their visitor center, they also have visual, audio and written art throughout their trails.  Visit in Sep-
tember and see Natural Resonance. An exploration of the repetitions in form, structure, and movement 
shared between species.  Kim Heidkamp’s work comes alive through paper sculptures and tells a story of per-
ception and evolution of the world around us.  

We had paparazzi photographing the Hummingbird Clearwing Moths on the Wild Bergamot flowers this 
summer! Other fun sightings have been a Snapping Turtle that laid eggs right in front of the building in the 
woodchips (look for a cage protecting the nest) and a Black Bear seen behind the building searching former 
food spots for a snack. For the “Big Year of Birds” we have documented a total of 104 bird species in our park 
so far and we are hoping to get more! Come inside to ask us what we’ve found, some highlights are a        
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Dickcissel, Indigo Bunting and a plethora of Warblers back in May. Despite how quickly 
summer comes and goes, we are looking forward to fall migrants and the change of leaves as the next few 
weeks bring lots of change to our site.  
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